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8. The future constitution of the country shall be Federal The
residuary powers shall vest in the federating units unless, on further
examination, it is found to be against the best interest of India.

The Working Committee has adopted the foregoing scheme as a com-
promise between the proposals based on undiluted communalism and
undiluted nationalism. Whilst on the one hand the Working Committee
hopes that the whole nation will endorse the scheme, on the other it
assures those who take extreme views and cannot adopt it, that the Com-
mittee will gladly, as it is bound to by the Lahore Resolution, accept
without reservation any other scheme if it commands the acceptance of
all the parties concerned *

That is the Congress resolution. If, however, a national solution
is impossible and the Congress scheme proves unacceptable, I am
not precluded from endorsing any other reasonable scheme which
may be acceptable to the parties concerned The Congress position
on this question, therefore, is one of the greatest possible accom-
modation. Where it cannot help it will not obstruct Needless to
say, the Congress will whole-heartedly support any scheme of
private arbitration It seems to have been represented that I am
opposed to any representation of the untouchables on the Legis-
lature This is a travesty of the truth. What I have said, and what
I must repeat, is that I am opposed to their special representation.
I am convinced that it can do them no good, and may do much
harm, but the Congress is wedded to adult franchise. Therefore,
millions of them can be placed on the Voters' Roll It is impos-
sible to conceive that, with untouchability fast disappearing, nomi-
nees of these voters can be boycotted by the others; but what these
people need more than election to the Legislatures is protection
from social and religious persecution. Custom, which is often more
powerful than law, has brought them to a degradation of which
every thinking Hindu has need to feel ashamed and to do penance*
I should, therefore, have the most drastic legislation rendering
criminal all the special persecution to which these fellow-country-
men of mine are subjected by the so-called superior classes. Thank
God, the conscience of Hindus has been stirred, and untouchabi-
lity will soon be a relic of our sinful past.
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